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and Bermuda, are of course in a special position, since they
form important Imperial naval and military bases, and this
applies also to Singapore, although Malaya itself contributed
materially to the construction and equipment of the base.
The Governors of Colonies like Gibraltar and Malta are
usually distinguished military commanders. In the second
world war, the Colonies have played a great part in the
battle and in Empire defence. In addition to regular regi-
ments, which have been greatly enlarged, the Colonies have
also raised Volunteer Corps.

Amongst other famous Colonial forces may be mentioned
the West India Regiment, which in the past saw much active
service, though it was disbanded after the first world war,
those famous African corps, the King's African Rifles and
the Royal West African Frontier Force, the Malay Regiment,
regiments in Malta, Cyprus, Hong Kong and other Colonies,
Indeed, every Colony, perhaps particularly those in Africa
and the Mediterranean, played its full part in the war, and
it is perhaps invidious to mention particular units. It need
not be added that Colonials of all races, colours and creeds
enlisted freely in all three of the armed forces of the Crown,
as well as in auxiliary services, and many ot them held
commissioned rank. The Colonial Office has a small Defence
department of its own to co-ordinate all these activities.
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